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Our tutor-learner pairs meet weekly in sessions of one to two hours 
each.  We hold biweekly small group meetings with tutors to discuss 

challenges and progress in each learner-tutor pair. Trainings are 
held once a month, usually focused around specific topics or issues. 
We often invite outside speakers to our trainings. Fundraising for 

PAL also creates opportunities for social engagement between 
tutors, and for the greater Brown community to learn about PAL. 

 
At the end of each semester, each tutor-learner pair produces a page 

to be inserted in our Starlog. The Starlog is PAL’s semesterly 
publication, featuring the work of our tutor-learner partnerships 
from that semester, as well as photographs of our participants.  

PAL began as DDLP, the Developmentally Disabled Literacy 
Program, in the 1970s, and has been working with adults in Rhode 

Island ever since.  In 2010 the organization underwent a name 
change to encompass the new mission and vision of PAL. 

 
Brown university students work with adults, and their families and 
staff members, to develop and pursue academic and personal goals 
over each semester. Some of our most dedicated learners have been 

with the program for over a decade.  
 

Our community partners include West Bay Residential Services, The 
Arc of Blackstone Valley, and various group and private homes across 

Rhode Island.  
 

Our tutors have had the privilege of working with, and learning from, 
experts across the state during our trainings each year. Educators and 

facilitators include Doreen McConaghy, Executive Director of PAL-
RI, an advocacy organization for families and people with disabilities 
(not related to PAL at Brown), as well as individuals from Advocates 

in Action, a statewide self-advocacy organization. We learn from 
Sarah Everhart-Skeels, a lecturer in Brown University’s Department 

of Community Health. At Brown, Sarah teaches  PHP1680I: 
Pathology to Power: Disability, Health and Community, with Dr. 

Bruce M. Becker.  
 

Within the Swearer Center, our closest mentors have been Alan Flam, 
former Swearer Center Supervisor, and Janet Isserlis, current 

Swearer Center Supervisor. This year, Janet led a discussion at a PAL 
training about identifying and responding to abuse of people with 

developmental disabilities.  

      

 

Mission 

Who We Are 

Partnership for Adult Learning (PAL) pairs student tutors 
from Brown University with adults with developmental 

disabilities living in the greater Providence community. Our 
mission is to provide an opportunity for mutual growth 

through personal relationships, formed around the shared 
pursuit of continuing education.  

 
PAL has a learner-centered focus, in that we encourage 

learners to direct their academic goals. Our learning 
partnerships work to expand our knowledge about academic 

subjects, job-related skills, and hobbies. 

What We Do – Best Practices 

Learner Jason Wood presents his Starlog page with his tutor, Alex Buslov ’14. 

Learner Valerie Quagliata’s page in the Starlog, Edition 
Spring 2013. Created with tutor Tara Torabi ’15. 

How to Get Involved 
Find the Community Fellows of Partnership for Adult 

Learning at the Activities Fair and  
Community Service Fair at the beginning of each semester,  

or email us directly at PAL_RI@brown.edu .  

Celebration 
We hold a Celebration at the end of the winter and spring 

terms, where the Starlog is distributed. Often, we have a special 
performance, from groups such as the acapella group the Ursa 
Minors, or Korean fan dance group NaBi. Tutor-learner pairs 
present their Starlog pages over dinner and good company. 

This is a chance for our community to come together and learn 
from each other, and celebrate our continual successes. 

Learners Valerie Quagliata, Marie Beauvais, and Laurie Mathias present their Starlog pages. 

Learner Julia Stanford presents her Starlog page with her tutor, Reva Dhingra ’14 at a Celebration. 
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Tutors (left to right) Ella Batty ’14, Alexis Rodriguez ‘15, and Lynn Della Grotta ’13 
fundraising together for PAL. 


