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HIV/AIDS in the US

• More than 1.1 
million people 
living with 
HIV/AIDS in the US 

• The number of 
people living with 
HIV/AIDS is rising

• Antiretroviral 
therapy (ART)



• “In 2001, the Commission on Human Rights 
adopted a resolution in which it stated that the 
right to the highest attainable standard of health 
includes access to antiretroviral therapy for HIV.”

• “Based on human rights principles, universal 
access requires that these goods, services and 
information not only be available, acceptable and 
of good quality, but also within physical reach and 
affordable for all.” 

– “International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights,” 2006, 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS



AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
(ADAP)



Note: Adapted from: “Generic HIV drugs will widen US treatment net” by A. Maxmen. 
2012, Nature, 488(7411): 267. doi:10.1038/488267a

Patents on key HIV drugs expired recently or 
expiring in the near future

http://rl3tp7zf5x.search.serialssolutions.com/?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:journal&__char_set=utf8&rft_id=info:doi/10.1038/488267a&rfr_id=info:sid/libx%3Abrown&rft.genre=article


Cost-savings

• A switch to a generic-based formulation of Atripla 
would save a conservatively estimated $1 billion

• AIDS Drug Assistance Programs (ADAPs) would be 
disproportionately affected 



ADAP and drug rebates

• Drug rebates may represent a mechanism for pharmaceutical 
companies to hook ADAP into maintaining artificially high HIV drug 
prices. This may impede the widespread adoption of generics. 

• From the Kaiser Family Foundation, 2012. Retrieved January 28, 2013 from <http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/1584-11.pdf> 

The National 
ADAP Budget 
by Source, FY 
2011

http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/1584-11.pdf


Major findings

1. The demand for ART in the US is great and 
increasing 

2. Future generic HIV drugs will result in large cost-
savings and increase ART access 

3. The relationship between government programs 
and the pharmaceutical industry may impede 
the widespread adoption of generic HIV drugs 


