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Our Mission

• The National College Advising Corps at Brown seeks to 
increase the number of low- to moderate-income high 
school students who enter college and earn bachelor’s 
degrees.

• Specifically, the Access Scholars offer near-peer 
support for high school students while promoting 
college-going culture at our sites, as well as providing 
early awareness for middle school students.



National College Advising Corps

College Guides Access Scholars Swearer Center 
staff

Schools:

Providence: Alvarez, Central, Cooley,
E-Cubed, PAIS

Pawtucket: Shea, Tolman
Central Falls: Segue



A Three-Pronged Approach

• Early Awareness 
o Fostering a college-oriented mindset among middle school 

students

• College Advising
o Helping high school students to navigate the college 

application, financial aid and matriculation processes

• Partnership with RI Urban Debate League
o Founding debate teams at our partner schools to help 

students build skill sets necessary for college



College Advising at Central

• Public High School
o ~1100 students
o 85% FRPL

• School Approach
o Half-days every other 

Wednesday with an 
"advisory" period

o Partnerships with other 
community organizations

• My Approach
o One-on-one after school 

sessions
o Group workshops on essay 

writing, etc.
o Collaboration with CCRI 

College Guides

*Central's main building was newly renovated and reopened in fall 
2008. 



A Sample Essay-Writing Workshop

• Introduction: What is the point of a college essay?
• What questions do you need to answer in your 

essay?
• What makes a college essay "good"?

o Examples of strong and not-so-strong 
statements and supporting evidence

o Stressing the importance of telling their 
personal stories

• Distribution of blank outlines of the TD Program 
personal statement for students to fill in

• Q & A



Early Awareness at Segue

• New charter middle school
o ~60 sixth graders

• School approach
o Small classes, extended day
o Parental involvement
o Community partnerships

• My approach
o "College Access" course
o General academic support



A Typical Class

Vocabulary Flash Cards of the Day:
Resume
Internship

Mapping Your Life Journey:
* Brainstorm a checklist: what are all the steps you 

will take from childhood to career?
* Explore interactive map
* Make your own life map
* What steps will be most difficult? What are most 

important?
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