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TIA training session questions: 

 

 In a couple of sentences, explain your project in language you are used to using 

(technical language): 

 

 

 Explain your project again as you would to someone who is completely unfamiliar with 

your discipline (like your parents or a sibling or friend outside of your discipline):  

 

 

 What are the key terms you often use in presenting your research? 

 

 

 How would you translate these terms into layperson or non-technical language? 

 

 

 What are the most difficult aspects of your work to explain? 

 

 

 What is the most contentious aspect of your work? How do you explain this? What are 

others’ views on this issue and how do you counter them?  

 

 

 How are you going to engage your audience (i.e. through visuals, make your project 

‘relatable’ to the audience), so they enhance rather than distract from your 

presentation? 

 

Additional questions:   (You can go over these in your small groups or on your own.) 

 Knowing your audience is very important. As an exercise, describe your work to (1) your 

advisor, (2) to a journalist and (3) to an elementary school child. What other types of 

audiences might you encounter in communicating your research? 

 If an audience member asks you a question you don’t know, how would you respond? 

 What are the most common terms that you use? What terms do you think that most 

people will understand from your research? Check with your group if they know what 

these key terms are. 

 Explicitly put in words the “goal” of your research, or the research question you are 

trying to answer. 

 Are there any (everyday) analogies you could use that would help to get across any of 
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your points? 

 What are the importance or broader significance or applications and implications of 

your research results? 

 What questions remain unanswered? Knowing what you know now, would 

you approach this (or a similar) research question differently? 

 


